i92                     IN DR. JOHNSON'S DAY
you last. I am happy to find you had such an agreeable meeting
with your old friend Dr. Johnson. . . . When he opens freely,
every one is attentive to what he says, and cannot fail of improve-
ment as well as pleasure. The edition of the Poets, now printing,
will do honour to the English press; and a concise account of the
life of each author, by Dr. Johnson, will be a very valuable
addition, and stamp the reputation of-this edition superior to
anything that is gone before. The first cause that gave rise to this
undertaking, I believe, was owing to the little trifling edition of
the Poets, printing by the Martins at Edinburgh, and to be sold
by Bell in London. Upon examining the volumes which were
printed, the type was found so extremely small that many persons
could not read them; not only this inconvenience attended it,
but the inaccuracy of the press was very conspicuous. These
reasons, as well as the idea of an invasion of what we call our
Literary Property, induced the London booksellers to print an
elegant and accurate edition of all the English poets of reputation,
from Chaucer to the present time.
Accordingly a select number of the most respectable book-
sellers met on the occasion; and, on consulting together, agreed
that all the proprietors of copyright in the various poets should
be summoned together; and when their opinions were given, to
proceed immediately on the business. Accordingly a meeting was
held, consisting of about forty of the most respectable booksellers
of London, when it was agreed that an elegant and uniform
edition of The English Poets should be immediately printed, with
a concise account of the life of each author, by Dr. Samuel
Johnson: and that three persons should be deputed to wait upon
Dr, Johnson, to solicit him to undertake the Lives, viz. T. Davies,
Strahan, and Gadell. The Doctor very politely undertook it,
and seemed exceedingly pleased with the proposal As to the
terms, it was left entirely with the Doctor to name his own; he
mentioned two hundred guineas; it was immediately agreed to;
and a farther compliment, I believe, will be made him. A com-
mittee was likewise appointed to engage the best engravers, viz.
Bartolozzi, Sherwin, Hall, etc. Likewise another committee for
giving directions about tihe paper, printing, etc., so that the whole
will be conducted with spirit, and in the best manner, with respect
to authorship, editorship, engravings, etc., etc. My brother will
give you a list of the poets we mean to give, many of which